The Highest ROIs In Startup
History

In the startup world, extraordinary return on investment (ROI) cases aren't just
inspiring stories — they shape the market's perception of risk, innovation, and
growth potential. While every early-stage investment involves high risks, some
investors have been rewarded with returns that far surpass any traditional
investment.

Let's explore some of the greatest ROIs in startup history and analyze the
factors that made these bets extraordinarily successful.
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Facebook: Accel Partners’ Visionary Bet

$12.7M 10%

Initial Investment Ownership Stake

Made by Accel Partners in 2005 Approximate equity acquired

$104B 3,000%

IPO Valuation Estimated Return
Facebook's value at 2012 public offering Approximate ROI for Accel Partners
Accel Partners invested in the social network during its early university phase. The Series A investment secured the firm a billion-dollar

ROl at the company's IPO. This represents one of the most emblematic examples of how timing and strategic vision are crucial in venture
capital.



WhatsApp: Sequoia’'s Record-Breaking

InNvestment

Investment Details

Sequoia Capital invested S8 million in WhatsApp in 2011,
securing approximately 15% stake in the messaging platform. As
WhatsApp's only institutional investor before its historic
acquisition, Sequoia positioned itself for one of the greatest
returns in modern venture capital history.

Acquisition Outcome

When Facebook (now Meta) acquired WhatsApp in 2014 for $S19
billion, Sequoia's investment yielded an estimated return of over
25,000%. This extraordinary outcome cemented Sequoia's
reputation as one of Silicon Valley's most visionary firms with an
exceptional ability to identify transformative technologies.



Airbnb: Transforming Hospitality Industry

$585,000 Initial oll $47 Billion IPO Valuation g9 70,000% Estimated Return
Investment By the time Airbnb went public in Once again, Sequoia demonstrated
Sequoia Capital invested this 2020, the company had completely its ability to identify truly disruptive
amount in 2009, when the concept transformed the hospitality industry. solutions with massive market
of renting rooms to strangers was potential.

met with widespread skepticism.

Airbnb's journey from a controversial concept to an industry disruptor showcases how visionary investors can recognize paradigm-
shifting business models before mainstream acceptance.



Google: The Search Giant's
Early Days

Joint Investment Rapid Growth

Kleiner Perkins and Sequoia The investment enabled Google
Capital together invested $25 to scale globally, developing its
million in Google in 1999, when revolutionary search algorithm
search engines were still an and advertising model that would
evolving concept. transform the internet.

Impressive IPO

By Google's 2004 IPO, the company was valued at $23 billion, generating

an estimated return of over 1,500% in under 5 years for these early
investors.

Google's success story solidified its position as one of the most notable cases

of fast and massive return in the startup ecosystem, while establishing a new
model for how technology companies could monetize the internet.




Uber: Disrupting
Transportation

] 2011 Initial Investment

Benchmark Capital invested $12 million for approximately 11%
stake in Uber, when ride-sharing was a novel concept.

2 2014-2017: Rapid Expansion

Despite regulatory challenges and controversies, Uber expanded
globally, disrupting traditional taxi services worldwide.

3 2019: Public Offering

Uber's IPO valued the company at $82 billion, generating an
estimated 9,000% return for Benchmark Capital.

Benchmark's investment in Uber proved that major innovations in heavily
regulated sectors can generate exponential profits, even when facing
significant operational and public relations challenges along the way.
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Common Elements of Success

Radical Innovation

@ Breaking paradigms in traditional markets

Perfect Timing

Early-stage investments before market validation

Long-Term Vision

Holding until major liquidity events (exit or IPO)

Strategic Management

D1+
€

Active participation in startup growth and direction

All these extraordinary ROI cases share these fundamental elements. The investors didn't just provide capital—they identified truly
transformative ideas, invested before mainstream validation, maintained long-term commitment, and actively contributed to strategic
direction.



The Risk Reality: Not Every Startup Succeeds

Unicorn Success

Only about 1% of startups reach unicorn
status ($1B+ valuation)

Portfolio Approach

Diversification across multiple startups
is essential

NG

Failure Rate

Approximately 90% of startups fail within
their first few years

Risk-Return Balance

Higher potential returns come with
proportionally higher risks

While the examples cited are extraordinary, it's important to remember that every startup investment involves real risk. No return is

guaranteed—but with strategy, vision, and diversification, the potential for capital multiplication is both real and proven.



Democratizing Venture
Capital Access

Traditional Barriers

Historically, venture capital has been accessible only to institutional
investors and ultra-high-net-worth individuals, limiting participation in
potential high-growth opportunities.

Tokenization Innovation

Platforms like iSelfToken are now democratizing access through
equity tokenization, allowing investors of different profiles to
participate in startup funding rounds.

Enhanced Liquidity

Internal secondary markets provide greater flexibility and potential
liquidity compared to traditional venture investments, which
typically require 7-10 year lockup periods.

Through these innovations, the extraordinary return potential of venture capital
is becoming accessible to a broader range of investors, while maintaining

transparency and offering more control over acquired assets.



Equity Tokenization: The
New Frontier

N

Security

Blockchain technology
provides immutable
records of ownership
and transactions,
enhancing security and
reducing fraud risk.

Transparency

Standardized
documentation and
public information
Improve investor
understanding of

opportunities and risks.

-—
Liquidity

Secondary markets
enable potential liquidity
for traditionally illiquid
assets, allowing
investors to exit
positions before
company exits.

Accessibility

Lower minimum
investments and digital
processes make startup
investing available to
qualified investors
globally.

Equity tokenization represents a significant evolution in how startup

investments are structured, accessed, and traded. This innovation has the

potential to transform venture capital from an exclusive asset class to a more

widely accessible investment opportunity.



Strategic Investment
Approaches

@

Research Thoroughly

Examine the startup's business model, market potential,
competitive landscape, and team credentials before investing.
Look for companies addressing significant problems with
innovative solutions.

Evaluate the Team

The founding team's experience, track record, and
complementary skills are often the most critical factors in
startup success. Look for passionate founders with domain
expertise and adaptability.

Diversify Investments

Spread capital across multiple startups in different sectors and
stages to balance risk. Even successful venture capitalists
expect many investments to fail while a few generate outsized
returns.

Maintain Long-Term Perspective

The most significant returns typically require patience. Be
prepared to hold investments for 5-10 years, as premature exits
often leave substantial gains on the table.



Comparing Traditional vs. Tokenized Startup
Investing

Aspect Traditional VC Tokenized Equity
Minimum Investment Typically ST00K-STM+ Can be as low as STK-S10K
Investor Requirements Usually limited to More accessible (varies by platform)

accredited/institutional

Liquidity Typically 7-10 year lockup Potential secondary market trading
Transaction Speed Weeks to months Hours to days
Geographical Limitations Often regionally restricted Potentially global access

While both approaches offer exposure to high-growth potential startups, tokenized equity investing addresses many of the traditional
barriers that have historically limited participation in venture capital to a select few investors.



ISelfToken: Expanding Investment Opportunities

Platform Overview
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iISelfToken provides a marketplace for tokenized startup equity, offering
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investors access to vetted opportunities across various sectors and stages.
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All startups featured on the platform provide publicly available documents,

-~ = = goals, and fundamentals for thorough investor analysis.
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The internal secondary market offers potential liquidity options not typically

available in traditional venture investments.
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iSelfToken aims to democratize access to startup investing while maintaining high standards for opportunity selection and investor
information, potentially allowing more people to participate in the next generation of extraordinary ROl stories.



Key Takeaways: The Future of Startup Investing

— Learn from History

The greatest ROIs came from identifying paradigm-shifting innovations early

Understand the Risks

High returns come with proportional risks; diversification is essential

Embrace New Access Models

m

Tokenization is democratizing venture capital for broader participation

Prepare for the Next Wave

A Tomorrow's extraordinary returns will come from today's
emerging innovations

While past performance doesn't guarantee future results, the principles that drove historic startup ROIs remain relevant. By combining
these lessons with new access models like equity tokenization, investors have unprecedented opportunities to participate in potentially
transformative early-stage companies.



